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Necessity
of reform-
ing Legis-
lative
Councils

Value of
Indian
co-opera-
tion

perhaps in the person of  a  Viceroy   and   a  limited
number of high officials.

Undoubtedly the most vital and important of
the notions started by the reformers is the change they
propose in the Legislative Councils. I confess that
soon after my arrival in the country it occurred to me
that improvement might be possible in this direction,
and personally I should feel it both a relief and an
assistance if in the settlement of many Indian adminis-
trative questions affecting the interests of millions of
Her Majesty's subjects, I could rely to a larger extent
than at present upon the experience and counsels of
Indian coadjutors. Amongst the natives I have met
there are a considerable number who are both able and
sensible, and upon whose loyal co-operation one could
undoubtedly rely. The fact of their supporting the
Government would popularize many of its acts which
now have the appearance of being driven through the
legislature by force; and if they in their turn had a
native party behind them, the Government of India
would cease to stand up, as it does now, an isolated
rock in the middle of a tempestuous sea, around whose
base the breakers dash themselves simultaneously from
all the four quarters of the heavens.

Provincial
Legislative
Councils
should be
'liberalized*

In spite of the serious array of arguments which I
have adduced against the change, my instincts rather
propel me in the opposite direction, at all events so far
as to try the experiment of liberalizing, if not the
suPreme> at ka$t the subordinate Legislative Councils.
Now that we have educated these people, their desire
to<ta^e a ^^ Part in ^ management of their own
domestic affairs seems to be a legitimate and reasonable
aspiration, and I think there should be enough states*
manship amongst us to contrive the means of permit-
ting them to do so without unduly compromising our
Imperial supremacy.